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Liturgical Celebrations with 
Pope Francis 
The following is a brief summary of the texts and music that will 
be used in the liturgies that Pope Francis will celebrate during his 
visit to the Archdiocese of New York this September:

Thursday, September 24 – Vespers with Priests and Men 
and Women Religious at the Cathedral of Saint Patrick 

The texts of Vespers will be those of the current day (Thursday, 
Week I), in English, Spanish, and Latin. Pope Francis will offer a 
homily after the short reading. Following the homily, the 
Cathedral Choir will sing a motet in place of the responsory.

Friday, September 25 –  Multireligious Prayer Service at 
the National September 11 Memorial and Museum 

This prayer service will include a version of the prayer of 
remembrance first used by Pope Benedict XVI during his April 
2008 visit to Ground Zero.  In addition, prayers for peace will be 
offered in multiple languages according to the Hindu, Buddhist, 
Sikh, Christian, and Muslim traditions. The Kaddish from the 
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Liturgical Memos 

September 1: 
World Day of Prayer for Care 
of Creation 
Pope Francis has added this Day 
of Prayer to the universal calendar.  
In a letter of announcement, the 
Holy Father indicated that this 
initiative “offers to individual 
believers and to the community a 
precious opportunity to renew our 
personal participation in this 
vocation as custodians of creation, 
raising to God our thanks for the 
marvelous works that He has 
entrusted to our care, invoking his 
help for the protection of creation 
and his mercy for the sins 
committed against the world in 
which we live.”  References to the 
blessings of creation make 
Eucharistic Prayer IV a particularly 
appropriate choice for 
celebrations of Mass on this day.  

October 5:  
Anniversary of Dedication of 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
This anniversary celebration is 
marked as a feast in archdiocesan 
parishes and a solemnity in the 
Cathedral.  Homilists may wish to 
make special mention of the 
recently completed restoration of 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral. 

October 22:  
Memorial of Pope Saint John 
Paul II 
This celebration is new to the 
particular calendar for the US.  The 
collect for this Mass may be found 
in the September 2014 Liturgy 
Update. 
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Jewish tradition will be sung by a cantor.

Mass for the Preservation of Peace and Justice at 
Madison Square Garden 

The second option of the Collect for the Mass “For Peace and 
Justice” will be used.  Inasmuch as this is a daily Mass, neither the 
Gloria nor the Creed will be said.  The First Reading will be 
proclaimed in Spanish and the Gospel in English.  Eucharistic 
Prayer II will be prayed in Latin.  

The papal liturgies in New York will include several unique 
liturgical elements that highlight various aspects of the Petrine 
ministry.   Among these are:

-the Papal ferula:  This pastoral staff is distinguished from the 
crozier of bishops by its lack of a crooked top, and was first used 
in the 10th century to signify the unique role of the Pope as the 
Vicar of Christ.  By the 13th century, the ferula was used only on 
special, ceremonial occasions.  In recent years, Blessed Pope Paul 
VI reintroduced the regular use of a pastoral staff to signify the 
ecclesial communion the Pope shares with the other members of 
the episcopal college and to emphasize the Pope’s role as a pastor 
of souls.

-solemn reception: The Ceremonial of Bishops indicates that a 
bishop may be solemnly received when making a pastoral 
visitation as a sign of the love and devotion of the faithful toward 
their good shepherd.  On his arrival at the church doors, the 
bishop is welcomed by the pastor, who invites him to sprinkle the 
faithful with holy water.  The bishop is then escorted to the 
Blessed Sacrament to offer a brief, silent prayer before moving to 
the sanctuary to greet the people.  Pope Francis will be welcomed 
in this way when he visits St. Patrick’s Cathedral.

-seven acolytes: Papal Masses typically begin with an entrance 
procession that includes seven acolytes carrying candles.  This 
practice is attested to in the 7th-8th century document Ordo 
Romanus primus, which suggests that these acolytes represent the 
seven ecclesiastical districts into which Rome was divided at the 
time.  As such, this practice signifies the Pope as the Bishop of 
Rome.  At the Mass at Madison Square Garden, seven 
seminarians who are studying for the priesthood at St. Joseph’s 
Seminary will serve as acolytes to the Holy Father.

Liturgy Update www.nyliturgy.org �2

Revised Liturgical 
Books Receive 
Approval

The Congregation for Divine 
Worship and Discipline of the 
Sacraments (CDWDS)  has 
confirmed an English translation 
of the Order of Celebrating 
Matrimony, Second Edition.  The 
USCCB is expected to issue a 
decree of publication in the 
coming months, after which the 
text will be released to multiple 
publishers.  This revised text 
corresponds to the prayers and 
rubrics found in the Roman 
Missal, Third Edition.  It will also  
feature an expanded 
Introduction, a suggested Prayer 
of the Faithful, and rites for 
“Blessing an Engaged Couple” 
and “Blessing a Married Couple 
on the Anniversary of Marriage”.  

The CDWDS has also 
confirmed a new English 
translation of the Order of 
Confirmation.  This text uses the 
translation principles set forth in 
Liturgiam authenticam.  An 
implementation date has been 
set for Pentecost Sunday, May 15, 
2016.
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Recovery Sunday in the Archdiocese of New York
- September 12-13
On the weekend of September 12-13, the Church in New 
York will commemorate Recovery Sunday: an annual day 
of prayer for those struggling with, and in recovery of, 
addictive illnesses to drugs, alcohol, gambling, and other 
substances and behaviors.  Begun in 1999 by Cardinal 
O’Connor with the help of Father Daniel Egan, S.A. and 
Therese Engel, Recovery Sunday continues under the 
pastoral leadership of Cardinal Dolan.  

The following texts may be used as special intentions 
within the Universal Prayer on this Sunday:

-For those struggling with addictive illness of any kind, 
that they may know the support of God and His 
Church;

-For families of those suffering with addictive illnesses, 
that they may hear and know the message of hope that 
is expressed in our prayers for them today;

-That communities of faith may continue to reach out 
to those who are in need of recovery with open hearts, understanding, and friendship.

“Rediscovering the RCIA” Clergy 
Day for the Archdiocese of New York 
- November 6
Clergy are invited to attend a one-day 
conference on the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults on November 6, 
(10:00am-3:00pm) at Maryknoll Seminary 
in Ossining.  The day will be led by noted 
author, pastor, and scholar, Fr. Paul Turner, 
who will speak on the transformative 
power that the Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults (the Catechumenate process) can 

have in the lives of individuals, families, and the parish community.  Registration may be found at the 
Catechetical Office website.  This conference is co-sponsored by the Archdiocesan Office of Liturgy, the 
Catechetical Office, and the Office of Priests Personnel.
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Liturgical Resources for the Year of Mercy
In Lent of this year, Pope Francis announced the forthcoming 
celebration of an Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy.  This year 
will be marked from December 8, 2015 (Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception) through November 20, 2016 (Solemnity of Our 
Lord, Jesus Christ, King of the Universe).  During this period, 
the Holy Father has invited the Church to reflect on the gift of 
God’s Mercy and to rediscover the Church’s role as a witness to 
the love of God.  

The USCCB’s Divine Worship Secretariat has suggested that, 
during this year, pastors and others involved in liturgical planning 
may wish to highlight the theme of mercy through the use of 
several optional Mass texts.  These include:

-Penitential Rite B: “Have mercy on us, O Lord/For we have 
sinned against you.  Show us, O Lord your mercy/And grant us 
your salvation.”

-Rite for the Blessing and Sprinkling of Holy Water: “Grant, O Lord, in 
your mercy, that living waters may always spring up for our salvation, and so we may approach you with a 
pure heart and avoid all danger to body and soul.” 

“Lord our God, in your mercy be present to your people’s prayers….  You also made water the instrument 
of your mercy: for through water you freed your people from slavery and quenched their thirst in the 
desert….”

-Eucharistic Prayer I for Reconciliation: “For you do not cease to spur us on to possess a more abundant life 
and, being rich in mercy, you constantly offer pardon and call on sinners to trust in your forgiveness 
alone.” 

-Eucharistic Prayer II for Reconciliation: “In a similar way, on that same evening, he took the chalice of 
blessing in his hands, confessing your mercy, and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying….” 

-Eucharistic Prayer for Various Needs (I-IV): “Therefore, Father most merciful, we ask that you send forth 
your Holy Spirit to sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may become for us the Body and X 
Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

The Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the New Evangelization has also announced the winning 
entry in an international hymn competition for the Holy Year.  This beautiful song, Misericordes sicut Pater, 
has been translated into multiple languages, and scores may be accessed from the Pontifical Council’s 
website.  A video of the hymn (sung in Italian) is also available.
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“Singing the Mass” Seminar for Priests
 - October 10
On Saturday, October 10, from 9:00am-2:00pm, St. Joseph’s 
Seminary will host a seminar for priests on singing the Mass.  The 
day will be led by Dr. Jennifer Donelson, DMA, associate professor 
and director of music at St. Joseph’s Seminary.  The presentation 
will focus on singing the presidential prayers, prefaces, Eucharistic 
Prayers, and Mass dialogues.  Registration for this seminar may be 
found at the Liturgy Office website.   This workshop is co-

sponsored by the Office of Liturgy and the Sacred Heart Institute for the Ongoing Formation of Clergy.   

Archdiocesan Guidelines for Lectors and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion Available in Spanish
Archdiocesan guidelines for Lectors and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
are now available in Spanish.  These documents may be downloaded directly from the 
Liturgy Office website.

Audio Recordings of Mass Readings Available Online
The USCCB website now hosts audio recordings of the readings for Mass.  Lectors and those with vision 
disabilities, in particular, may find this to be a helpful resource.  The recordings are available as mp3 files 
and can be played on computers and portable audio devices.
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